
Maple Street Magnet School for the Arts 
Course Syllabus: Beginning Spanish  

__________________________________________ 
Instructor: Mrs. Melissa Tijerina-Herwick                    

Contact Information:  

Phone: 269-337-0730 ext. 412      email: herwickmt@kalamazoopublicschools.net 

Remind: Beginning Spanish @mrsherw 

 

Classroom Texts: Exprésate and Look I Can Talk 

 

Daily Required Materials: Students are required to have a binder with a section 

specifically for Spanish, a pencil or blue/black pen, and paper every day.   

 

Homework Materials: Weekly vocabulary words/phrases, Spanish/English 

dictionary, index cards, and highlighters 

 

Course Description: This twelve week course is an introduction to the basic 

elements and cultures of the Spanish speaking world.  Students begin oral 

communication immediately, while written communication skills are developed 

gradually.  The use of technology is used to reinforce classroom learning. Students 

attain language proficiency through the use of four language skills: listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing.      

 

Attendance: The pace of this class is fast moving and each class sets the 

foundation for the one to follow, therefore, it is extremely important to attend 

every class.  In order to successfully master each concept and learn Spanish you 

must be exposed to the language daily.  

 

Coursework: Students will learn Spanish through daily participation of listening, 

speaking, reading and writing in class.  Students are expected to bring all required 

materials to class, participate and respond orally (multiple times throughout the 

hour).  We will use a choral response as this is how students learn language best; 

therefore participation is essential and will count heavily toward their daily 

participation grade. Students earn 5 points every day for participation and will lose 

5 points for not participating or misconduct, however they have the opportunity to 

earn them back.  They can earn their points back by writing me a letter in which 

they take responsibility, apologize for their actions, and create a plan to turn 

behavior around.  



Homework: Students are expected to study their vocabulary and phrases each 

night.  They should create flashcards and self test for meaning and spelling.  The 

weeks we have TPRS (Total Physical Response Storytelling) students are expected 

to read and translate their mini and extended stories to an adult.   

They must with their parent/guardian:  

1.  Read the story aloud in Spanish.  5 points 

2.  Translate the story aloud to a parent.  5 points 

3.  Write out the translation in English.  10 points (mini-story) and 25 points 

(extended story) 

4.  Have the parent/guardian sign the story stating their student has read and 

translated it aloud to them. 5 points 

  
Learning Expectations: Students are expected to follow our school-wide Positive 

Behavior Support (PBS) or positive reinforcement plan: GO PRO (G-Give 100%, 

O-Organized, P-Prompt, R-respectful, and O-Ownership).   

In the classroom we will follow CHAMPS (C-Conversation Level, H-Help, A-

Activity, M-Movement, P-Participation, and S-Success) to guide students through 

daily activities in order to be aware of behavioral expectations for each activity. 

 

Grading Policy: Students will be graded using a points system for determining 

grades. Each assignment, test, or project has a designated number of points 

possible.  To determine a student’s grade at the end of the six weeks, the number of 

points that the students earned will be divided by the number of points possible and 

that percentage will be assigned a letter grade using the following scale:  

 

100-95  A+ 89-85  B+ 79-75  C+ 69-65  D+ 59-0  F 

94-90    A 84-80  B 74-70  C 64-60  D  

 

Parents can access their student’s grades from home using the on-line HAC (Home 

Access Center). You can call the Maple Street office to get your password and 

username at 269-337-0730. 

 

Please sign indicating you have read the expectations for this course and return to 

Señora Herwick.  

Student Signature: _____________________________________ Date: _________ 

Parent Signature: ______________________________________ Date: _________ 


